"Welfare" Abortions 


INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 


A HOST OF ISSUES - SOCIAL, MORAL, FINANCIAL AND POLITICAL - CLOUD THE ABORTION QUESTION, 

BUT FOR INYO'S TEEN-AGERS "IN TROUBLE" THE CONGRESSIONAL RULING ON ABORTION IS BAD NEWS. 

Abortions-on-demand for Inyo Medi-Cal and welfare recipients, many of them teen-agers, may 
L\ soon become a thing of the past if the county's health and welfare departments lightly 
JL JL interpret new federal rulings. 

The recent congressional decisions have placed severe restrictions on government-paid ab¬ 
ortions, Under pressure from increasing momentum in the "right-to-life movement," the congress 
compromised and said, in effect, that federal funds will pay for abortions only when the wom¬ 
an's health is endangered by term pregnancy, when her pregnancy is the result of "reported" 
rape or incest, and, in those cases in which her life is in serious danger.Under those terms 
few, if any, of the county's abortion-seekers would qualify through health or welfare depart¬ 
ment aid. 

County governments every¬ 
where, and those charged with 
disbursement of welfare and med¬ 
ical funds, are caught - finally 
- in the backwash of the increas¬ 
ingly influential right-to-life 
movement. Inyo County is no ex¬ 
ception, and it faces the new in¬ 
junction with more questions than 
answers. 

In the year just past, "10 or 15" young 
women, most of them unmarried teen-age girls, 
have sought federal and state help through the 
county departments. They were duly accommodat¬ 
ed under then-existing Medi-Cal and welfare pro¬ 
visions. But in the future such requests may be 
denied. The sharp division of views on the is- 
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sue, as demonstrated by the lengthy congress¬ 
ional haggling, is also seen locally. In the 
minds of a large number, the legislative com¬ 
promise stands as a denial of rights to women 
who are poor. Among others the new law is hap¬ 
pily regarded as a new and powerful tool they 
think will be useful in regulating morality. 

And it happens that in Inyo County last 
year few if any of the pregnant supplicants 
would have qualified under the new rulings. 

Most cases were pure and simple incidences of 
pregnant girls unwilling or unable to meet the 
high cost of an abortion, and faced with the 
prospects of bearing a child that would be, in 
their eyes, a burden and an embarrassment. As 
for the fathers, there were apparently none who 
v/ere eager to stand forth and volunteer finan¬ 
cial responsibility; in most cases they were 
not even identified. 

Barbara Albright, who directs Inyo County 
public health services, related that most of 
the young women were sent to clinics in south¬ 
ern California. She disclosed that in this area 
there is but one physician who will perform the 
operation, and then only for "special reasons." 

The matter of cost also entered into the 
choice of abortion clinics. Albright said that 
in Inyo County an abortion costs up to $500 - 
an amount deemed unreasonable by both the wo¬ 
man and Medi-Cal. Southland clinics on the oth¬ 
er hand, seldom charge more than $200. 

The new federal ruling clearly strikes at 
the socio-economic group most in need of such 
government-financed service - the uneducated, 
or (sometimes) uncaring, poor. Nourished as 
they were since childhood on middle-class mor¬ 
ality, many taxpayers applaud the ruling. With 
certain clarity they see the issue merely as 
another costly handout that encourages youth¬ 
ful promiscuity. And it is upon youth, as a 
class, that much of the mainstream frowns. 

On the other hand many health and welfare 
v/orkers, faced with the daily fact of dealing 

(See ABORTIONS, Page 1+ ) 


THE COUNTY 

THE DWP OFFERS TO SELL A PARKING 

C LOT, BUT SUPERVISORS VOTE IT DOWN 

ourthouse employees suddenly discovering 
! their usual parking spaces were blocked by 
a jail construction project have been park¬ 
ing on nearby streets - this to the displeasure 
of residents who complain of traffic jams and 
blocked driveways. 

Immediately available for county parking 
is the vacant lot over the highway due west of 
the courthouse, a lot owned by the Department 
of Water and Power and moderately priced at a 
figure near $8000. Supervisor "Johnny" Johnson, 
whose Independence constituency includes the 
complaining residents, wants to buy the lot as 
a county property; he gets the heat when the 
phone calls come in. 

But the other sunrvisors last week turned 
deaf ears to Johnson's proposal to buy and vot¬ 
ed it down - in spite of the fact they've rail¬ 
ed against DWP for its refusal to sell its lots 
in Inyo County. 

Board Chairman Herbert London explains 
that "this instance" has nothing to do with the 
need for DWP land. He personally "hates to see 
a good lot go to the county government" when it 
could go, instead, "on the tax rolls" for rev¬ 
enues. Echoing his view was Supervisor Richard 
McDonald who wants to see the lot in private 
hands since it is a "lot on the highway" and is 
commercially zoned. But whether DWP can ever 
get around to making a "private" sale is quite 
another matter, and the county's car-owning em¬ 
ployees are still left looking for a place to 
park. 

$85,000 COUNTY TAB 
FOR NEW AUTOMOBILES 

What the supervisors have bought - to the 
tune of $85,000 more or less - is a fleet of 
new autos, including five new patrol cars. It 
is county policy to sell off their older cars 
once they've been driven 80,000 miles. County 
Administrator John K* Smith says the county's 
used cars can bring in as much as $U00 per ve¬ 
hicle, a figure higher than is usually offered 
on a trade-in. The car auctions are held at the 
county road department garage at Manzanar. 

(See The COUNTY, Page L) 
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»»»»NOTES FROM BX«« fWW r ' n .! 

THE T/OMEN'S MOVEMENT moves for- % JL . 
v/ard, and not without its humor. : tjfi"*' 

Best quote so far dealing with 
"polite" men: that of Legislator 

Bella Abzug, "I don't want a man 
to give up his scat for me - ex¬ 
cept in Congress." She said it f' 

with a knowing twinkle. And still ■§' \ 

another in the same vein, found ..../ _ %. _ $ 

implanted on League of V/omen Vo- 1 BENETT messier | 
ters' T-shirts and sold locally: "A woman's 
place is in the house...and senate." Also sold 
nowadays by the League: bracelets promoting ERA. 
The league ladies are ’still hoping the amendment 
may pass. 

MORE PRQ-MAHI JUANA PROPAGANDA received in the . 
mail from an anonymous reader: Clipping of a 
news story reassuring that marijuana is a "safe" 
drug and suggestive that lav/s governing it be 
relaxed or repealed. Are people really into that 
old con again? Users are well behind the times ; 
psychological testing by orthomolecular psychi¬ 
atrists show indisputably that grass users are 
depressed, and - confirming our suspicions - a 
little balmy. The stuff is almost as bad as al¬ 
cohol, though more long-lasting in effect. 

IF YOU CAN'T BUY THE FEMINISTS' ACTIVITIES, how 
about another means of female expression: Would 
you believe...belly-dancing? At Bishop they're 
accepting students of the art from 13 to 6U and 
the class starts next month. Calling herself 
Divina, Diane Stein says she learned the step, 
swivel and twirl up in Casper, Wyoming• Casper, 
Wyoming? Her's is an Egyptian style which re- 
■ quires "a lot of coordination of mind and body, 

1 a self-expression with body, veil-work, finger 
cymbals, and costume...something women here say 

! they've been waiting for for two years." Danc¬ 
ing girls, anyone? 

| FOR CINDY KNAUF, ANOTHER KIND OF STEP,* she'll 
walk to the altar with Make Halstead of Uishop 
on May 6. Her plans were announced (Where 
else?) at a board of supervisors' meeting. She 
serves as the board's secretary. Halstead's a 
Caltrans employee. 

CONFIRMED: SIERRA PACIFIC'S MERGER with another 
company, but SP Airlines' owner Gary McCoy is 
not saying who. One source says a trucking com¬ 
pany will take over SP and the move is being 
negotiated to stabilize the McCoy holdings af¬ 
ter taking a beating for three years at the Mc¬ 
Coy— owned ski resort at Mammoth Mountain. 

1 

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WOMEN'S ISSUE stand 
the ladies of HOW (Happiness of Womanhood, Inc.) 
v/ho are determined to prevent the Equal Rights 
Amendment from getting state ratification. HOW 
spokesmen (Spokeswomen, spokespersons ?) say 
they'll take a different approach which emphas¬ 
izes male-female differences rather than simi¬ 
larities. ("Vive la difference J," as one leg¬ 
islator cried long ago in the French assembly.) 
Says a HO’W person: "...and if Washington thou^nt 
it had a lot of pressure put on it by Y/omen's 
Lib - 3 % of the v/omen in the country - think 
vjhat's going to happen when the other 97 % lands 
on it." If I ever heard of a "triangle," that's 
a new one: Feminists on one side, "womanhood" 
on the ether, and the legislator trying to keep 
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out of (or stay in?) the middle. 1 

4HHJ- 1 

I CAN THINK OF A FEW HUNDRED more important 
matters to take up the time of legislators, ai.a 1 
I think the ladies on both sides will probably 1 
get what they want in the long run anyway. 1 

1 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE: R. Scott Jarvie. Friends 

3ay he's the best chiropractor since Charlie * 1 

Fish. And if his talents in that field aren't 1 

enough, then go see his western paintings at * 1 

the gallery on the highway going north out of 1 

Bishop. You'll want to spnd an afternoon cran- 1 
ing your neck looking at them - and if you do, 1 

the doc will straighten it out. 

MORE VPP: Jeanan Pape, friendly X-ray technic- I 
ian at Southern Inyo Hospitalj she's a recent 
arrival to this area. A.lso Ruth Seaman, RN, 
night nurse at the hospital, cordial to pat¬ 
ients - and also to worrisome newspeople. 

NOW THEY'RE COMPLAINING ABOUT "too much snow" | 

up at Mammoth and June Lake. It seems the Mo¬ 
no County road crews aren't up to snuff, and 
residents complain about many streets and ac¬ 
cess roads left impassable. 

I 

BIG MORALE BUILDER among county employees: It 
seems that a big promotion in the still-dis¬ 
organized county planning department - a pro¬ 
motion of a secretary to junior planner hailed 
as a step toward getting things moving - was 
mostly county ballyhoo. The promotee will now 
have twice the responsibility - and be paid 
the staggering sum of less than $2 a day over 
present salary range. Nobody's willing to make 
any comment until the planning department gets 
back on the track - unlikely at this rate. At 
least three supervisors disclosed anonymously 
and privately that the promotion was largely 
for appearance sake - and the lack of a wage 
increase — "punishment" for candidly deso i-i l>- 
ing the state of affairs in the department 
and the hangups of the "General Plan." Those 
in position to set salaries, it seom3, want to 
keep everybody "in line," or ae wa're told by 
at least one supervisor. 

•JWBr 

AVAILABLE AT MOST BOOKSTORES: The slick, hard¬ 
bound volume "The Saga of Inyo County. About 

350 copies were sold in the month before the 
holidays, but it is a handsome gift anytime, 1 

and many people will want a copy. A project of 
the southern Inyo chapter of American Associ¬ 
ation of Retired Persons, "Saga" pi'osents a 1 

wealth of stories and pictures on the history 
of the area. It is a MUST for every home, and I 

a collector's item of value. 

•***■ 

GOOD NEWS PROSHSCTS FOR '73: The economy has ' 
"at least one good year ahead" with profits 
and production, up. Unemployment goes down. j 

"General" crime expected to decrease with new 
"get tough" policies everywhere. No foreign 
wars immediately foreseen or feared...For 

Inyo County, more rain and snow ahead....And 
may the news in your day be good news..every 
day ... 

Sincerely, 

. ^3K 











Jan. 2, 1978 


INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 


Page 3 


CONFIRMED: COUNTY 
WANTS ROOM TO GROW 

THE POLITICAL BASE REVEALED IN RECENT POLL 
GIVES COUNTY THE GO-AHEAD ON FUTURE PLANS 

S uspicions confirmed, says an Inyo County sup¬ 
ervisor. An impressive majority of area res¬ 
idents responding to a recent census poll 
expressed the feeling they want their lands re¬ 
turned to make room for population and econom¬ 
ic growth. The 66n majority response came as no 
real surprise to anyone who had watched in re¬ 
cent years the changing attitudes - and grow¬ 
ing resentment - toward the county's big land- 
owner, the Department of Water and Power. 

Said Supervisor id chard McDonald of Lone 
Pine: "The poll 3hows that most people want to 
see the county expand." The results amounted 
to what McDonald called a "confirmation of ray 
suspicions." 

For many years certain segments of the 
Owens Valley family of communities strongly 
supported much of DWP's hold on the county, 
since they, already established in the econom¬ 
ic picture, could see growth only in terms of 
competition, higher wages and - a legitimate 
complaint - the possibility of the valley's 
scenic or environmental destruction. But the 
question offered in the poll anticipated the 
latter concern and specifically included the 
word "controlled" in all mention of "expans¬ 
ion." 

Given a strong political base, the admin¬ 
istration of the county government can now move 
ahead in its planning (an updated General Plan 
has been in the mill, but without direction, 
for two years), and with its ongoing battle to 
get DWP to sell a significant portion of its 
properties into private ownership. For many 
years the Department of Water and Power has en¬ 
joyed, used and encouraged the then-prevalent 
attitude of the local "establishment" and with 
that political base in its pocket has defied 
any attempts to change the status quo. Some ob- 
servers feel that DWP may have underestimated 
the colonial revolutionary capacity of the Inyo 
population. 

Just how county government - or anyone ,, 
else - will bring about desired changes is 1 
another problem, however. With or without loc¬ 
al support the DWP in fact gets its own polit¬ 
ical base in Los Angele3. Some local officials 
feel that the public relations thrust must now 
be centered in that area hopefully to gain a 
sympathetic response for Inyo County. Current¬ 
ly, there is a growing discontent with DWP in 
Los Angeles, due primarily to recent rate in¬ 
creases, but county officials have neglected 
to take advantage of the political implicat¬ 
ions of that fact. 

Supervisor Herbert London of Bishop sees 
in the poll response "effect on some things in 
the county." For starters, he calls attention 
to the possibility of a "land exchange" with 
D.7P and notes that Inyo County owns land that 
it might exchange with Los Angeles, or with 
the federal government. 

As for the county's update on the con¬ 
troversial General Plan, Supervisor Dick Eng¬ 
el said he thinks the quest! onaire response 
will have "some bearing." Engel announced late 

(See EXPANSION, Page 8) 


HOLIDAY MISHAPS 

WET AND ICY HIGHWAYS TAKE THEIR TOLL 
AS SKI-WEARY CROWDS HIT THE ROAD HOME 

W ith the return of the skiers to Inyo 
and Mono Counties there has been a 
corresponding increase in the traf¬ 
fic crashes their presence seems to spawn. 
Outside Independence a few holiday evenings 
ago a young woman waited painfully inside the 
wrecked cab of a small pickup truck until res¬ 
cue crews and an ambulance team could suffic¬ 
iently bind her several wounds to transport 
her to the hospital at Lone Pine. She and her 
husband, severely fatigued after a holiday in 
Mammoth Lakes, were making a late-night return 
to their home at Heraitj he was already "dead- 
tired" after driving and was asleep huddled in 
the pickup seat. Two miles south of Independ¬ 
ence, she dozed 
off, too, and sec¬ 
onds later their 
pickup and its 


contents were all 
over the rain-wet 
highway, the typ¬ 
ical profusion of 
glass, wreckage 
and blood of high- 
jH way accidents ev¬ 
erywhere, and a 


VBLth the New 
ar weekend still 
ahead, officers 
had already toted 
up a half-dozen 
such mishaps and 



HOLIDAY HIGHWAY MISHAP 
Victim (arrow) awaits help 


were reporting the holidays at that point to 
be the worst "so far" in the past two years. 
Most assumed by week's end that more blood 
would be spilled before the long weekend fin¬ 
ally ended the "holiday traffic." 

The record to Saturday noon: 

Trucker Bernard Abaey brought along his 
family for Christmas. On one of his long hauls 
from Southern California he struck slick pave¬ 
ment near Big Bine. The truck jack-knifed and 
sheared a power pole. Abaey, his pregnant wife 
and two children escaped viith minor injuries. 

Not so lucky was 21-year-old Jimmy Ray 
Smith of Bakersfield. He died instantly on -the 
Trona-Tidldrose Road in Death Valley when his 
car got out of control. -A passenger was unin¬ 
jured. 

Ron Moor, 20, and a 15-year-old compan¬ 
ion, Ken Clark were returning to the southland 
from a ski trip when Moor fell asleep north of 
Bishop. Their small sports car ran off the 
highway, flipped over, hurtled through a power 
pole shearing it off and plowed through lli5 
feet of fence. They will survive. 

Glenn Chamber, 27, and his wife Sharon, 
30, in the accident near Independence, report¬ 
ed above. She was taken from Lone Fine to a 
hospital at Riverside. 

Six autos and a motor home skidded in a 
"chain reaction" pileup conveniently nearby 
the sheriff's sub-station near Mammoth. Cffi- 

(See MISHAPS, Page 6) 
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A30RTT0NS, Continued 

directly Aidth the individuals involved, disagree 
•with simplistic attitudes. On the job, as many 
quiokly discover, it is difficult to feel less 
than a v/arm sympathy for the tearful and embar¬ 
rassed teen-ager standing before them. She is 
incapable, usually, of raising the price of cur¬ 
ing a bad cold, much less able to ante up cash 
that would pay for clinical surgery. As for Mom 
and Dad, they're often no help at all even if 
they're around,.and when they are their present 
• is often conspicuous more because of their an¬ 
ger than for their sympathy or wish to help. 

As one worker who handles such cases asks: 
"7/ho wants a 15-year-old mother?" 

YJho indeed. As a welfare-and-morality is¬ 
sue, the solutions appear with facile simplici¬ 
ty to those who vote their sexual mores at the 
polls. Their numbers are not few and their im¬ 
pact on the congress — and the courthouse — is 
not small. Their command is clear: "Don't have 
sex until you are married - like us. And if by 
chance you do and get caught, don't send us the 
bill." 

For -those less emotionally involved, sol¬ 
utions are harder to find. Practically speak¬ 
ing, a teen-aged mother carrying into the wel¬ 
fare office the unhappy effect of her sexual 
ignorance is a dollar problem aside from moral 
or emotional considerations: The abortion she 
wants costs up to $500, but, unaborted, she and 
the child become welfare burdens costing many 
times that amount. 

Still unclear is just how the new legis¬ 
lation will affect Inyo County, Welfare Direc¬ 
tor Norman Paulson said that "In the past, Cal¬ 
ifornia officials have said the state Medi-Cal 
plan will continue to pay for abortions, re¬ 
gardless of restrictions put on federal reim¬ 
bursement, But so far we have no directives from 
Sacramento," 

Paulson said the welfare and health de¬ 
partments "counsel" the women seeking abortions 
"to make sure they really want the abortion," 

He said he and others "feel it's a pretty hor¬ 
rendous decision, and women can experience dev¬ 
astating mental problems later if they haven't 
given it a lot of thought," 

Or sometimes even if they gave it a "lot 
of thought," Regardless of such resolute self¬ 
insights, and assuming a girl is capable c?such 
thought, her abortion will not be performed in 
any case unless the money is there, "Then," as 
one county worker avers, "the unwanted baby be¬ 
comes a new problem," 

For now, any unwed and pregnant woman is 
eligible for Medi-Cal, as are Medi-Care recip¬ 
ients, women whose husbands have deserted, or 
women with low income, Paulson said the manuals 
on qualifications are "complex," 

To say the least, -A recent story in a 
Los Angeles newspaper pictured a five-foot wo¬ 
man standing by a stack of welfare manuals that 
towered over her by at least a foot. 

Here and elsewhere health officials are 
trying as best they can to stress "education" 
and "prevention." Although they are under fire 
from moralists and right-to-lifers, they con¬ 
tinue to hand out literature and birth control 
pills. The Inyo health department serves as 
this county's only practical "Planned Parent¬ 
hood" center. In urban areas such centers, pub¬ 


lic and private, operate under increasing pres¬ 
sure, and this pressure, again, is from the 
right-to-life groups who see the "Planned Par¬ 
enthood" label as a sarcasm, a euphemistic 
and Orwellian misnomer. There is some validi¬ 
ty to their claim: In fact such organizations 
rarely offer help in "planning parenthood"; 
more often, their activities are specifically 
aimed at instructing the new and "free" soc¬ 
iety in how to prevent parenthood. 

The entire issue touches the heart of 
national viewpoints, some of them subconscious, 
that relate morality with wealth and immoral¬ 
ity with poverty. A supreme court justice, Har¬ 
ry Blackmun, authored a controversial 1973 ab¬ 
ortion decision that says the court, in effect, 
"is making medically safe abortions legally 
available only to women who can afford to pay 
for them." 

But to the "10 to 15" teen-agers seeking 
help in Inyo County each year, such questions 
are stunning in their irrelevancy; and for 
them the solutions offered by their critics 
are impractical, perhaps impossible, in the 
very real world in which they must live and 
grow up. 

As for the implied "immorality" of the 
poor, there appears to be no corner on the mar¬ 
ket, not, at least, in Inyo County, A few phy¬ 
sicians here privately and anonymously confirm 
a suspected fact: There are "scores" of women 
who seek abortions here each year. Most are 
well-off, well-educated and financially capable 
of supporting even large families. And it is 
by an overwhelming majority from this class 
that the abortionists find the eager and Tail¬ 
ing grist for mills that are veiy busy - and 
very profitable. 

The COUNTY, Continued 

'COMMENT ON 1978 
WAGE NEGOTIATIONS 

Discussing his plans to attend a labor 
relations conference, County Administrator John 
K. Smith let slip the statement that he feels 
the county "may have a lot of problems in labor 
negotiations" in 1978. Reporters alert to the 
possibility of anticipated conflicts questioned 
him on the statement and he explained that "I 
don't really expect any particular problems, 
but I know that every year there are new laws 
and limitations; every year it changes a bit, 
what we have to do and what we don't have to 
do." He said the conference he T/ill attend in¬ 
forms officials about new labor laws. Smith and 
the-supervisors may well be preparing for real 
battle with the county employees association. 
Reduced in membership numbers, the association 
has elected new officers who plan to hire a 
fulltime "manager" and bargainer, but Smith 
says the only*- "real problem every year" is to 
"arrive at an equitable wage and benefit in¬ 
crease if it is requested by the employees." 
Vidth the county employees already several per¬ 
centage points behind wage-price index figures, 
and fighting an increasing inflation spiral, 
they are likely to request a lot in 1978, 

TO MAKE SURE YOU REMAIN ON THE NEWS-LETTER 
MAILING LIST, CALL IN YOUR ORDER THIS WEEK 
Call Collect 878-2381 
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The FAT of the Lend JOHN HESTON of practically no help to Inyo's unhappily ov¬ 

erweight people that the national figures don't 
THE NATIONAL GLUTTONY NOT SO BAD necessarily apply here. 

HERE, BUT MANY ARE STILL OVERFED "Here," says County Health Department Nu— 

Tn the eyes of the emotionally insecure, why - 1 tritionist Susan Almond, "things have remained 

1 oh, why indeed - doe 3 the world look better about the same." But leaner though they m j be 

Ju after a trip to the malt shop or the refrig- than their statistical countrymen elsewhere, 
erator? The medical sages of this neurotic but there remain the troubled few who work with 

too-well-fed era are saying that the country - Nutritionist Almond in a county "eight-loss pro- 

•and Inyo County is no exception - is quite lit- £*“• THe fatty faithful gather each Monday to 

orally digging its grave with its teeth. better understand their plight and gain insight 

For the insecure fat - (and there is no int ? causesi bo f dom > in^hich the re frig- 

better word for it than "fat") - there is the ® rabo f be ^ raes a sole companion while the hus- 

daily trauma of the vicious circle* Self-hatred b f? d ds off ™r\<±ng, hunting, fishing and what- 

and lack of self-esteem which prompts "nerves" all-fse; emotional problems which usually in- 

which in turn drive the self-offender to the d \ c f*\f n ad °} e ^ ence that extended itself into 

icebox. Attempts to "lose weight” fail at the a lifetime; blood-sugar imbalances which drive 

very first sight of a sugary or starchy morsel, the stricken person to odd-hours indulgences; 

and the self-disappointment brings the problem and sometimes, though rarely, "glandular" prob- 

to full circle lemaj and many more which usually add up to the 

Epideiidc'blubbar hae become anatioOTlde simpl. f.c^orover-o.- ^ ^ ^ encour _ 

concern and national statistics indicate that Almond says she has "about 10-15* suc- 

th« "average" American, stuffed on junk food £ „ „ ith her pr To bogin „ ith> many C ul- 

(and that includes much of the processed food t such M those of to ertcan Indians (and 

in the country), weighs from five to 1U pounds 

more than the "average" of l£ years ago* It is , (See FAT, Page 6) 

THE HEATED COMPETITION FOR 

OFFERING ONLY THE SLIMMEST PLAYER ODDS BIN 

LARGE NUMBER OF INYO COUNTIANS, AND THERE 

\ A /lth the state legalization of Bingo has 
\ / \ / come a proliferation of organization- 
V V sponsored games in Inyo County - and a 
certain amount of competitive in-fighting be¬ 
tween various game sponsors. More than once 
local tempers have flared between game opera¬ 
tors competing for local dollars. Although no 
formal complaints have been filed, some oper¬ 
ators are complaining about popular bingo ses¬ 
sions - one of them reportedly at a church — 
that are unlicensed. 

So far in Inyo County seven bingo lic¬ 
enses have been issued through the county 
treasurer's office. Since the state amendments 
to the bingo law were made last year, Inyo, 
like other counties, has adopted its own reg¬ 
ulative ordinances which include a $2£ license 
fee. Seven "non-profit” groups have paid up - 
but apparently 3 ome others haven't. One of the 
"legal” games is operated by an organization 
calling itself The Highlanders Association, of 
Bishop. Highlanders Spokesperson Olive Zeigler 
said late last week that "It costs $2 for a 
full evening every Thursday night. It's the 
cheapest entertainment in town.” But apparent¬ 
ly Zeigler, and some others, are losing trade 
to a local church which also holds its bingo 
' sessions on Thursday nights. The competition, 
which apparently includes other than the 
church, is.drawing a profitable number of en¬ 
thusiasts from the "legal” games and tempers 
are growing short. 

An official of one of the county's Am¬ 
erican Legion games admits that a lot of org¬ 
anizations "have played all along” without 
licenses - before the county had an ordinance. 
Bingo, it seems, has long been a flourishing 1 
fund-raising game that law enforcement chose 
to overlook; for many years it has been gamb¬ 
ling activity whose respectability quotient 

BINGO’S EASY DOLLARS 

IGO CONTINUES TO BE A POPULAR PASTIME FOR A 

IS GROWING AND ANGRY COMPETITION AMONG SPONSORS 

stood in direct ratio to that of its sponsor. 
Among churches and churchgoers it attained the 
status of Divine Gifts, as opposed to Las Veg¬ 
as bingo which was seen as slightly sinful. 

Some of the games, past and present, 
played in Inyo may not in fact qualify for a 
county license '- if their critics are to be 
believed. A bingo game here must first and 
last be sponsored by a "non-profit" group; 
that is the barest minimum requirement. Some 
new amendments to the bingo law do include 
senior citizens groups - and mobile home park 
associations. It figures, since bingo's most 
enthusiastic adherents are found often in 
those situations; Bingo is to the over-LO 
crowd what rock 'n roll is to the adolescent 
crowd, and may cost about the same - painless¬ 
ly - to each. 

The bingo "take” can be enormous. Some 

Inyo supervisors have expressed concern over 
just how much hard cash changes hands over 
any given period in the player's life - and 
here again, painlessly. State law provides a 
$2^0 ceiling on each game; most Inyo groups 
set their rates from 2£ cents to a few doll¬ 
ars. 

It is as yet unclear how the county 
plans to enforce whatever ordinances it may 
pa3s* The present law provides a fine of up 
to $10,000 on a misdemeanor conviction. But 
unless the competitors raise more fuss than 
they have so far - or unless they file formal 
complaints,- it is unlikely that anyone will 
put an end to many of the unlicensed games. 

Few are they who can imagine Sheriff Floyd 

Barton or District Attorney Buck Gibbons lead¬ 
ing a gambling raid on a local church. 

Subscribe now to NEWS-LETTER: 

CALL COLLECT 878-2381 
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FAT, Continued 

many Asian and Latin countries) see fat as ac¬ 
ceptable if not beautiful. But however their 
views stand on the matter, all are subject to 
the same disorders that obesity can bring on: 
heart disease, high blood pressure, constant 
fatigue, diabetes and many more. 

Yihy the compulsion to eat, to be forever 
stuffing a torso already in lardy trouble? 

Some of the psychological sciences see 
eating, particularly in the matter of sweets, 
as an extension of childhood - a replaying of 
infantile ritual in which the child was "re¬ 
warded" or "given love" in the form of food. 
Faced in maturity with similar problems, the 
individual is driven to reenact the once-pleas- 
ant sensation. And so...a burger, a candy bar, 
a malt - sometiin.es just a jelly sandwich. 

For the emotionally neurotic or emotion¬ 
ally starved, food is often unconsciously seen 
as "love" made tangible. The unloved are very 
often the un-lean, and in most cases they face 
the very real fact of having to become lean 
before they can find the very love they seek, 
so say the analysts. 

An interesting phenomenon in Inyo Coun¬ 
ty, as elsewhere, is the masculine choice to 
ignore fat - or perversely boast of it once 
it has taken hold. Social mores - and the lat¬ 
est styles - keep women conscious of their 
problems and concerned about weight. Men tend 
to take a hell-vdth-it stance, open a can of 
beer ("But I only drink LIGHT beer, dear J), 
and flop their flab before a TV football game. 
(Some say that’s just about the time the wom¬ 
en, in second place to football, turn to the 
"frig" for solace.) 

What, if any, are the answers - other 
than the obvious and successful one to stop 
eating? 

"Diet" pills are in fact a kind of dope 
that the younger, leaner generation calls "up¬ 
pers" and in many cases they tend to make Mom 
just as kooky and nervous and anti-social as 
the unwashed addict down the street. They may 
help - a little - in that they sometimes tend ■ 
to curb a normal appetite. But not a neurotic 
or compulsive appetite. 

"Exercise" is necessary to healthy liv¬ 
ing, but cannot be counted on as a solution 
to a weight problem. Exercise bums up energy, 
and does not create energy. Some tests have 
shown that a busy secretary bums up as many 
calories as a field hand. Exercise does not 
remove fat; it merely puts it in other places. 

Wonder-diets and miracle regimens, usual¬ 
ly found in supermarket magazines catering to 
housewives, usually sell a lot of magazines. 

If a look in the mirror, and the best friends, 
can’t convince one to lose weight, it is un¬ 
likely that the printed word can. 

So what’s the bottom line? The answer, 
to the unloved and unlovely remains the same: 
Stop eating. You'll feel better almost immed¬ 
iately. 

And another thing. Avoid others who are 
overweight; they’ll only give you reinforce- » 
ment and sympathy. Seek out, instead,.slender 
and attractive Size 3’s and 10's whose pres- ! 
ence will drive you madly to fasting. The wri¬ 
ter find3 this latter course to be especially 
helpful - as he owns up, finally, to the fact 
that he is 1? pounds overweight. 


The MEDIA 

"IN SEARCH OF" PRODUCTION WAS 
A GOLD STRIKE FOR INYO COUNTY 

• 

o one, not even one of the principals in 
the show, is quite sure how it was manag¬ 
ed, but somehow a TV production company 
was successfully convinced that a film about 
Arizona’s "Lost Dutchman Mine" could be filmed, 
at least in part, in Inyo County. And so it was* 
NBC's "In Search Of..." series was aired 
on Christmas Eve, and there, big as life, were 
the Inyo Countians, and even local film credits, 
on the network's Channel L. 

"In Search Of..." Producer Richard Wells 
brought his film crew to Independence last sum¬ 
mer after a dinner conversation with some loc¬ 
al nevYS people. VIhen Wells said he "needed some 
shot3 of a gold mine," Newsman Join Heston has¬ 
tily volunteered one - in Inyo County. Yihen he 
toted up the miles - and the crew expense - to 
Arizona and compared the figures with the Inyo 
alternative, Wells opted for Inyo. Once arriv¬ 
ed he locally hired help (including a product¬ 
ion assistant and researcher), rented the ve¬ 
hicles he needed and went to work. His actors, 
including Heston, played out the story against 
a backdrop that ranged from Bodie, the Mono 
ghost town, to Cerro Gordo. 




V . : 
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PAT BOLE 
a TV prospector 


feature of 
Y/ells' show was one 
of the county's more 
colorful prospect¬ 
ors , Pat Bole of In¬ 
dependence. Armed 
with a metal detect¬ 
or, Bole dutifully 
and convincingly 
trudged the foothill 
country west of In¬ 
dependence. Now near 
70, Boles'"old-tim¬ 
er" appearance lent 
itself well to the gold-hunt theme. (Boles in 
fact is a part-time prospector in Inyo, but he 
probably viewed the show at home in Cleveland, 
Ohio, where he operates - a chicken ranch.) 

Y/ells made no attempt to portray the 
Arizona Mountains irith shots from Inyo. He ex¬ 
plained that the show was "about gold-hunting 
in general." 

But locally there must have been a few 
chuckles when Narrator Leonard Nimoy gravely 
said that Newsman Boston "scours the west" in 
search of gold. 

In truth, perhaps he does t Hollywood 
film crew gold that he wants to bring here. In 
that he hit pay-dirt rrith "In Search Of..." At 
present he is woridng to bring two more tele¬ 
vision productions here. 

In a telephone call to Heston last week. 
Producer V/ells said he is returning to Inyo 
"in January" to talk over another production, 
this one, presumably, about Inyo itself. 


MISHAPS, Continued 

cers attributed the accident to "black ice," a 
transparent sheet of ice invisible on blacktop 
roads. Highway Patrol Sgt. Jim Bursell said at 
week's end that there were other accidents in 
which no injuries had occurred. "It's a higher 
count than last year. More than the icy roads, 
sleepy drivers have been a problem." 
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ly. Letters should 
are most likely to 


NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public 
issues and the editors will publish those considered 1 time- 
not exceed 200 words and those with viewpoints concisely stated 
be published. Address your statement to Box 531, Independence. 



EMPORIA TO INYO: THE ETHICS 
OF THE COUNTRY EDITOR 

Editor: 

'•The only excuse an editor has for being 
is that his paper shall print the news. But 
• what's news, he must settle for himselfj having 
found a rule, stick to it as closely as possi¬ 
ble. V/hen an editor begins monkeying with his 
conscience, stretching his rule to shield his 
friends or to punish his enemies, he is lost.." 

So wrote William Allen White, laying down 
the rules that made his EMPORIA GAZETTE the be¬ 
loved paragon of small town newspapers which 
have always been an important influence in the 
shaping of our national character. 

To the extent that you continue to hold 
to the practical ethics of the Dean of Country 
Editors your refreshing journalism will be wel¬ 
come in this community, lour sheet, in content 
and format, is a thoroughly professional pub¬ 
lication. It is a joy to peruse it, and many 
others share my view. I wish you well - with 
the enclosed check testifying to that convic¬ 
tion. 

- John Abrams, Bishop 

(Editors' Note: NKiVS-LETTSR wishes to thank 
Header Abrams for his sentiments - and his 
subscription check. In reply, NEWS-LETTER 
wishes to state that although it may aspire 
to the Kansas editor's standard - even strive 
taward it - IIL falls regrettably short. The 
editors also commend the well-read Mr. Abrams 
on his knowledge of Kansas journalism, and 
recommend to others "The Autobiography of 
William Allen White," and another story of 
Midwest country editorship: "E.G. Howe, the 
Snge of Potato Hill".) 

THE VIEW FROM LITTLE LAKE: 

"GOD, FAMILY AND AMERICA" 

To Eastern Sierra News Service: 

It would appear that there is a terrif¬ 
ic amount of "Hate America" generated. 

The aiding and abetting of crime and 
drug use through the judicial system. 

The destruction of the mental health of 
our nation's children/youth through the pro¬ 
motion of violence and pornography on tele¬ 
vision programming. Vie discarded our TV set3 
five (50 years ago. 

The apparent efforts to make respectable 
the unhealthy modes of living which violate 
the commandments of our Creator as set forth 
in the Scriptures. 

When a small part of our nation's women 
make themselves obnoxious and appear dement¬ 
ed through the IWY and ERA, they are a sad 
representation of their gender. 

When fine people like Anita Bryant at¬ 
tempt to bring sanity to a mad situation, 
there appears to be a conspiracy to destroy 
them. 

Since NBC has replaced Anita Bryant with 
one who uses her talents to promote homosex¬ 
uality, it is my intention to boycott the 
Orange Bawl activities on December 31st, and 
the sponsors: Pepsicola, American Home Pro¬ 


ducts, S.C. Johnson and Son, Proctor and Gam¬ 
ble Products, AT & T and Dar Chemical. 

I will fight for Anita's right to express 
her views, to stand for that which is decent, 
right and clean. It appears there are those 
who fear these things un-necessarily. All they 
have to do is change their lives for good. 

For God, family and America, 

Pat McClendon, Little Lake 

THE SATIATED SOCIETY: 

"PASSIVE, IMMOBILE AUTOMATONS" 

Gentlemen: 

The use and abuse of psychoactive sub¬ 
stances seems to be an entrenched behavior in 
American culture in general, and in Californ¬ 
ia's fast-paced culture in particular. Drug 
abuse continues to be a major social problem 
in the state and in the county. A 1977 Gallup 
Poll found that "Drug and Alcohol abuse are 
viewed by most teenagers as the biggest prob¬ 
lem facing their generation..." 

Substance abuse does not happen in a vac¬ 
uum. Gur society condones, even pushes, the 
use of prescription and over-the-counter drugs 
as well as alcohol, tobacco and other chemi¬ 
cals. Tension, anxiety, insomnia, wakefulness, 
overweight, and pain, all can be alleviated 
with a pill or a drink, according to the mass 
media. A better solution to drugs would be the 
use of healthy and natural alternatives, and 
just plain common sense. It seems to be the 
social context in which substance abuse occurs 
and it is within this context that prevention 
and treatment efforts must operate. Under 
these situations we can only hope to curve the 
problem within realistic bounds; to discour¬ 
age non-medical use of substances, offer help 
to those suffering from drug abuse, and take 
a forward position in clarifying drug-pushing 
messages which satiate our senses. Nothing is 
left but passive, immobile automatons. 

Inyo County has a drug program which 
provides several prevention and treatment pro¬ 
grams for its communities. Call them if you 
have a question. 

- Dennis Matthewson 

Inyo County Drug Program 

(Editors' Note: NEWS-LETTER is gratified to 
see that Contributor Matthewson draws no dis¬ 
tinction between "drug" -and "alcohol" abuse. 

The fact that "alcohol" is socially acceptable 
and "drugs" are not makes little difference in 
the impact on society. American "respectable" 
society spends more on alcohol than it does 
on public education; and about a third of all 
law enforcement costs are attributable to the - 
use of alcohol. It is the editors' belief that 
alcohol taxes should be doubled - to cover the 
public cost of alcohol'8 effect on society and 
to enlarge and expand such programs as those 
offered through Mr. Matthewson's office, but 
realize such taxation proposals are unrealist¬ 
ic, thanks to the alcohol lobby, and to the 
"social drinker" who separates himself from 
the "social drug user." NEiYS-LETTER thanks Mr. 
Matthewson for his unsolicited letter.) 
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EXPANSION, Continued 

last week that he and other supervisors plan 
to "visit" another county that has seen suc¬ 
cess in projects to provide loir cost housing. 
He said the local delegation will try to find 
out if - and how - it can work here. 

Meanwhile, another supervisor lias a plan 
of his own: 

MCDONALD NEGOTIATES FOR LONE PINE 
RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL ACREAGE 

"In the first place," says Supervisor 
McDonald, "I»m not going to use the fistpound¬ 
ing method with the Department of Water and 
Power to get what I want." McDonald said he ( 
thinks "slow and easy" methods and negotiat— f 
ions may in fact net more in tangible results 
in the long run. There are many rrho agree, 

What McDonald wants now is about 35 ac¬ 
res of DTP land situated near Lone Pine. He 
would divide it into segments of 12 acres for 
residential use and the remainder for "light 
industry." j 

But will DWP sell the wanted acreage? 
Supervisor McDonald said he is hopeful. "In 
general conversation with (DWP Engineer) Jim 
V/ickser, he seemed to think the industry ac¬ 
reage was a good idea, but he was uncertain 
about the location for the residential area," 
'Whether such broad and general discuss¬ 
ions with DW? officials, dealing as they do 
with abstract hypotheses, can move beyond the 
"talk" stage is, well, something else, DWP * 
spokesmen have been known to discuss ’with en¬ 
thusiasm many such proposals and then, offer¬ 
ing a multitude of excuses, back out grinning 


ie rra //ne 1 
-county/ 


like the oppossura caught in a hen house. Noth¬ 
ing happens, not in tangible terms. But it is 
doubtful that DWP's faculty for empty words 
is lost on McDonald who is generally seen as 
an astut9 negotiator. 

As for an immigration of people and in¬ 
dustry to Lone Pine, DWP is acutely aware that 
these use water ; and only recently DWP wiped 
out nearly a hundred of its own rental houses 
to discourage further population increases. If 
nothing else, DWP has learned that people not 
only use water, they also vote, usually in sup¬ 
port of candidates who hold a strong anti-DWP 
stance, 

Supervisor McDonald said he and the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce will place an advertisement in 
the Los Angeles TIMES as a "kind of poll to see 
if anyone is interested in re-locating non-pol¬ 
luting industry to Lone Pine," He said he is 
also conducting what he calls "a poor man's 
EIR (environmental impact report)" to see how 
the project would affect the area, "and if it 
will work." 

It was McDonald who was largely respons¬ 
ible for inclusion of several questions in the 
poll - including those which sampled public o- 
pinion on growth and housing. McDonald, and 
others on the supervisory board see the poll 
results as a clear mandate to them to get mov¬ 
ing toward the wanted growth. 

And in a county with chronic unemployment 
and welfare problems, the jobs provided by ec¬ 
onomic expansion offer further encouragement 
to both the officials who suffer such headaches 
- and the hard-hit taxpayers who, finally, must 
pay the bill, 
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